HARVAED HEALTH TALKS
from which It may be passed to other
persons of the same class, and to still
others who have never learned the value
of vaccination, and who, therefore, have
not sought its protection. Since it is ob-
viously an impossible task to reach every
inhabitant of a state with the knowledge
that vaccination is necessary and desir-
able, it follows that, if sole reliance were
to be placed on voluntary vaccination,
there would necessarily remain no small
part of the population, apart from con-
scientious objectors, which would be
susceptible to infection from those self-
willed sources. Each vaccinated person,
on the contrary, blocks the spread of
smallpox to his associates and neigh-
bors. If individuals chose to take their
chances of contracting the disease, they
would undoubtedly be acting within
their rights, were it not for the fact that
by so doing they become possible agents
in the transmission of smallpox. It is
not unreasonable to demand that they
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